
19th August 2021

William Neale – Thames Water Network 
Modelling Team

Farnham Common / Ingleglen update



Agenda
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• Introductions

• Thames Water overview of the Farnham Common catchment and reported 
flooding problems

• Next steps

• Opportunities for data sharing and partnership working



Farnham Common overview

• Situated to the north of Slough, the Farnham 
Common sewerage network runs from north to 
south following the line of the A355 
Beaconsfield Road

• Red and blue triangles represent sewerage 
pumping stations serving low lying areas and lift 
flows up to the trunk line running south

• Flooding problems have been reported over 
several AMP cycles and network solutions to 
address these have been implemented

• The flooding mechanism is related to too much 
rainwater entering the foul trunk sewer and the 
low-lying gravity sewers connected to this line 
backing up and flooding
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Farnham Common overview

• Catchment flooding clusters show a 
widespread problem
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Farnham Common overview

• 2010-2015 Modelling flooding study in AMP5

• 2015 Local FLIP solution implemented end of AMP5 to solve worst internal flooding cases

• 2015 Catchment wide Impermeable Area Survey (IAS)

• 2017 Pumping station survey

• 2018 Persistent flooding study investigations start

• 2018/19 Key areas of IAS revisited with higher sample rates but same findings

• 2018/19 Infiltration and connectivity surveys 

• 2018/19/20 Monitoring installed within sewers

• 2019/20 Local network enhancements implemented 

• 2021 Competitive tender for catchment wide study investigation completed and contract 
awarded
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Local network enhancements 2019/20

Farnham Common overview

• Beeches Road
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Local network enhancements 2019/20

Farnham Common overview

• Ingleglen 
recirculation of 
flow and tanker 
control point

• Designed to 
reduce the 
frequency of 
flooding and 
enable greater 
control and 
clean up

• Repeat flooding 
during 2020/21 
storms

7



Farnham Common overview
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5 of the top 10 storms since 

2016 have occurred in 2020/21

18th June 2021 was the largest 

event in this period

2020 had 250mm more 

rainfall than the SAAR 

2021 = 84% of SAAR to date



Next steps
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• Thames Water has completed a competitive tender process for a wider catchment study and 
awarded it to Atkins, engineering consultants – August 2021

• The study scope is to identify locations where unwanted surface and ground water is entering the 
sewerage system.   Once detected we investigate a range of interventions for groundwater reduction 
and/or surface water removal, SuDS and more traditional ‘grey’ storage solutions to reduce the flood 
risk in the area.

• The project is now live.  Surveys are planned for the Autumn/Winter months to provide the best 
chance of identifying the inflow points.  Options will be developed in Spring 2022 for inclusion in 
PR24 business planning for AMP8

• Partnership working: Survey findings regarding highway assets will be shared with the LLFA. If any 
local solutions present themselves during the study, then they will be explored as soon as possible 
and opportunities to work collaboratively in this AMP (AMP7) will be taken. 



Thank You


